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Read Before the Jews College Literary Society During the Session 1886-7Ladies and gentlemen: The paper I am going to read to you on the Sects of
the Jews will not contain any great novelty. For, good accounts of them can be found in the historical works of our celebrated Dr. Graetz, and also in
Josts History of Judaism, not to speak of many minor historical compilations made on the basis of these standard books. Still I have tried to collect
information from the most recent documents, more especially as regards the modern Samaritans and the Karaites; the literature of the latter has
become known to us only since the publication of extracts from the great collection of the St. Petersburg Library, chiefly by the late Pinsker. Much
more is to be expected on this subject when Dr. Harkavy publishes the catalogue of the most recant acquisitions of this library. We hare been made
acquainted with the Falashas by the accounts given by the well known Joseph Halevy and some missionaries. The Jews are at present divided into
two principal sects, 1st, those who recognise the authority of an oral tradition, which is embodied in the Talmudio books and who are called the
men of the Talmud or Babbinites; 2nd, those who reject the Talmud, relying solely on Scripture, who style themselves Karaites, which means
readers of Scripture. We shall find in each of these two sects some subdivisions. But before giving the history and development of the Karaites, for I
shall not say much of the Babbinites to whom we all belong and whose history is known to all present, you will allow me to say a word about...
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