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anxious to explain how it is that the time for bringing in these papers has been deferred, not merely for the reason - comparatively one of secondary
importance - that there have been here and there not unnatural indications of a disposition to murmur at the delaydn the produc tion of those
papers, and to ascribe it to hesitation andfvacillation of purpose on the part of the Government. Undoubtedly this has not been the case. So anxious
have we bee111t01g1ve the House of Commons, so far as we could, the same means of judgment with ourselves; that I can truly state that on Friday
evening I co uld not obtain for my, own use a complete and finished Copy of these. Papers, except the copy laid upon the table of the 1house of
Commons, and whichtherefore passed out of my hands. But the question of1time has an importance Very diFerent from that which it derives from
its connection with vague rumburs and vague imputations. It has this importance, that it is now the 12th of March when I make to you the first
proposal, and considering the Easter recess is just at hand, it would not be possible for us to ask you to read the bill a second time until the *second
week in April. Therefore, we, as prudent and practical men, had to measure what our power might be with regard to legislation in the present.
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