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***x* Excerpt from Report of First Convention, Winnipeg, January 13-14-15, 1920 The convention was opened by George W. Prout, M.L.A., Kildonan
and St. Andrews. Mr. Prout said: The Rural Credits Movement in Manitoba, as it is to-day, is due to the efforts, genius, initiative and public spirit of a
large number of men in this province. In its early inception this movement needed friends. All new ideas need friends. And among the friends of the
Rural Credits movement in this province, there was no better friend than the gentleman | am going to introduce to you and ask to take the chair this
afternoon. It is Mr. Hope Ross, the financial editor of the Manitoba Free Press. When | first presented to him a draft of the Manitoba Rural Credits Act,
he immediately caught on, and from that day to this, his influence, and the influence of that great metropolitan newspaper, the Manitoba Free
Press, has been exerted entirely on the side of this great movement. Without any further words, | have the pleasure of asking Mr. Ross to take the
chair. H. F. M. Ross: My friend, Mr. Prout, member of the Legislature for Kildonan and St. Andrews, has told you accurately how | became somewhat
identified with this very important movement. It is a little more than three years ago since Mr. Prout called at my office and set forth the proposed
Act, an Act which he hoped to introduce into the Legislature. | would like very much to tell you, though | don t intend to take up so much of your
time, why it was that at that juncture the Act appealed to me...
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