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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1824 edition. Excerpt: . . . catastrophe of this learned Theban, that I burst into an
immoderate fit of laughter, which broke the whole illusion. The tumult and the scuDle were at an end. The chamber resumed its usual appearance.
The old authors shrunk back into their picture-frames, and hung in shadowy solemnity along the walls. In short, I found myself wide awake in my
corner, with the whole assemblage of book-worms gazing at me with astonishment. Nothing of the dream had been real but my burst oflaughter, a
sound never before heard in that grave sanctuary, and so abhorrent to the ears of wisdom, as to electrify the fraternity. The librarian now stepped
up to me, and demanded whether I had a card of admission. At first I did not comprehend him, but I soon found that the library was a kind of
literary preserve, subject to game laws, and that no one must presume to hunt there without special license and permission. In a word, I stood
convicted of being an arrant poacher, and was glad to make a precipitate retreat, lest I should have a whole pack of authors let loose upon me. A
royal poet. A royal poet. Though your body be confind, And soF love a prisoner bound, Yet the beauty of your mind Neither, check nor chain hath
found. Look out nobly, then, and dare Even the fetters that you wear. Fletcher. On a soft sunny morning in the genial month of May, I...
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