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Common Sense: Some Passages in the Life of Charles Middleton, Esq. ?owed in for warrants and summonses, so that he had the honour of being one
of the quorum and he was equally willing that the parson should be held to be the monopoliser of all the other learning in the parish. Thus it had
gone on for centuries, and thus it still went on in the days of Charles Middleton s youth. Duly every Monday morning he saw his father issue forth at
ten o clock, and proceed to the little white and very neat cottage on the green of his native village of Middleton, which had been ever known to the
fathers and grandfathers of the hamlet and country round as the justice-room. There were those still living who could remember it as an old red-
brick cottage covered with red pan tiles, standing under a huge elm on the open green, and having a very decayed and weather-beaten ap
pearance. A rude bench ran along its front, and another went all round the giant hole of the old elm, on which the country-people who came there
every week for j ustice used to seat themselves till the magistrates, Mr. Middleton and another gentle man of the neighbourhood, proceeded to
business. There was no fence of any kind to keep Off the cattle which ranged the green, and those, in hot and bad weather, used to seek satisfaction
there as much as the country-people themselves, and OEen had trod up the ground round it in rainy seasons till it was diFicult of approach. Ducks,
too, had often been seen paddling in a pool which after a thunder-storm...
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