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***x* Excerpt from American Merchant Marine: Letter to the Chairman, of the Committee on Commerce Transmitting a Copy of an Article on the
American Merchant Marine That s a hundred and fifty thousand dollars in his vest pocket if he knows how to use it. No; | didn t tell him the money
value - he d send his valet to find out. - The Captive, Kipling. I. Away back in the days of grand political rallies, of torchlight processions and
campaign songs and slogans, the days when men went about decorated with gold or silver beetles and the air was filled with shouts of Remember
the crime of seventy-three, and answering yells of American tin, the question of ships began to stir and trouble a few - very few - farsighted men. A
little later it took form as a slogan of its own, and the excited gentleman on the cracker barrel would wave his arms and declare that the issues
before the American people were imperialism and ship subsidy. When for the last time the American people declared through their representatives
that they would not have ship subsidy other than for transporting the mails, that phase of the question subsided, but the question itself would not
down. Laws and parts of laws were repealed, laws and parts of laws were passed, and still each year saw us less and less a maritime nation, more
and more dependent on foreign bottoms to move our freight. For a time it did not seem to make much difference, except as a matter of pride to the
old expatriates of the Asiatic and the Mediterranean, who looked sadly at the...
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