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How to Read the Bible: History, Prophecy, Literature--
Why Modern Readers Need to Know the Difference and
What It Means for Faith Today

By Steven L McKenzie

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 224 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.0in. x
0.8in.McKenzie argues that to comprehend the Bible we must grasp the intentions of the biblical
authors themselves--what sort of texts they thought they were writing and how they would have
been understood by their intended audience. In short, we must recognize the genres to which these
texts belong. McKenzie examines several genres that are typically misunderstood, offering careful
readings of specific texts to show how the confusion arises, and how knowing the genre produces a
correct reading. The book of Jonah, for example, offers many clues that it is meant as a humorous
satire, not a straight-faced historical account of a man who was swallowed by a fish. Likewise,
McKenzie explains that the very names Adam and Eve tell us that these are not historical
characters, but figures who symbolize human origins (Adam means man , Eve is related to the word
for life ). Similarly, the authors of apocalyptic texts--including the Book of Revelation--were writing
allegories of events that were happening in their own time. Not for a moment could they imagine
that centuries afterwards, readers would be poring over their works for clues to the...
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Reviews

Thorough manual for ebook fans. it had been writtern quite properly and valuable. It is extremely diAicult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to
read the book.
-- Dr. Catherine Wehner

Absolutely among the best book I have possibly go through. I have go through and that i am certain that i am going to gonna read through once again
again in the future. I am just delighted to tell you that this is basically the finest book i have got go through within my personal existence and could be he
finest book for ever.
-- Brian Bauch
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