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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Occasional

Papers for M. E. D. S. In 1879 The materialist claims that whatever exists is a material substance; and that Life and Intelligence are merely conditions
of such existence. It is probable that Life was not manifested in this planet until after the other forces had been in action for a long time. But
whenever it came into existence it had a Creator. A thing cannot create itself. Whether we assume that the matter constituting our >arth had

inherent in it, at the time of its cr >ation, properties which enabled it, by its own spontaneous processes, to evolve life; or whether we assume that
life was a special act of creation deferred till the conditions of matter were suitable for its introduction; in either case the act of creating it was the
act of something outside of itself, and im plied a Creator - implied an existence anterior to the existence of the thing made. If we claim that it created
itself, by virtue of certain capacities which it possessed, we explain nothing by such hypothesis. If the protoplasm could, by its own action, convert
itself into the cell and begin the process of life, how could the atoms arrange themselves into the protoplasm, unless life existed before the
protoplasm was formed - in other words, unless life was not matter, but was a force concomitant with mat ter, and created to serve a certain

purpose by its action upon matter. Even if it should be conceded that life was inherent in matter from the beginning, and was one of its properties,
then matter did not, by its own processes, make this property. But its creator was the Being...
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