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what it says is we are going to put less emphasis on drug interdiction if it is made a non-homeland security priority. My question to you, as Director,
how are you going to change that and again make it part of the core mission of the Coast Guard and make it to where it is not going to suHer a
disproportionate increase in cuts because it is so important to everything else that we do HILLON Mr. D. Senator, the first thing I will do is I will
figure out why that occurred. I do not know the details of how this occurred in the budget. I do not know that I would agree that drug interdic-tion is
now a non-homeland security function. In my opening state-ment, I pointed out that it is one of the primary missions of the Department of
Homeland Security, as set forth in the Homeland Security Act of 2002. I recognize that there is a budget item, the Coast Guard budget now places it
in the non-homeland function, and I recognize that that could create budget concerns going forward. My pledge to you is that I will engage the
leadership of the Coast Guard, engage the leadership within the OHice of Management and Budget and the budget people within the Department of
Homeland Security to determine why this decision was made, how it could be made in light of the statutory language setting forth drug interdic-
tion as one...
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