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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, United Kingdom, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Jim Laurier (illustrator). Language: English . Brand New Book. VF-9
was activated in March 1942 as part of Carrier Air Group (CAG) 9, one of the many air groups the US Navy was hurriedly forming in the aDermath of
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Equipped with Grumman F4F Wildcats, VF-9 first saw combat during the Allied invasion of North Africa in
November 1942, where the squadron engaged Vichy French fighters over Morocco. Returning to the United States, VF-9 became one of the first
squadrons to receive the Grumman F6F Hellcat and to deploy on the USS Essex, the first of its class of fleet carriers that would form the backbone of
the US Navy s Fast Carrier Task Force. VF-9, the Hellcat, and the Essex all entered combat in the fall of 1943. In the hands of the squadron s pilots,
and with other Navy fighter squadrons, the Hellcat proved superior to the Imperial Japanese Navy s A6M Zero, which had heretofore been the world
s premier carrier fighter plane.
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