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so happened that the letter which Pierre had received from Viscount Philibert de la Choue was a long cry of spite and despair in connection with the
great international pilgrimage of the Peter s Pence Fund. The Viscount wrote from his bed, to which he was confined by a very severe attack of gout,
and his grief at being unable to come to Rome was the greater as the President of the Committee, who would naturally present the pilgrims to the
Pope, happened to be Baron de Fouras, one of his most bitter adversaries of the old conservative, Catholic party. M. de la Choue felt certain that the
Baron would profit by his opportunity to win the Pope over to the theory of free corporations; whereas he, the Viscount, believed that the salvation
of Catholicism and the world could only be worked by a system in which the corporations should be closed and obligatory.
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