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named letter, September 26, 1796, in speaking of the printed journals, Mr. McKean says: By the printed publications referred to, it would appear as
if the fiFy-five gentlemen whose names are there printed, and none other, were on that day personally present in congress and assenting to the
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was personally present in congress, and voted in favor of independence on the fourth of July, 1776, and signed the declaration aFer it had been
engrossed on parchment, where my name in my own handwriting still appears. I do not know how the misstatement in the printed journals has
happened. The manuscript public journal has no names annexed to the Declaration of Independence, nor has the secret journal; but it appears by
the latter, that on the nineteenth day of July, 1776, the congress directed that it should be engrossed on parchment and signed by every member,
and that it was so produced on the second of August, and signed. This is interlined in the secret journal, in the handwriting of Charles Thomson,
esquire, the secretary. The present secretary of state...
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