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Cathedral and the Picture Galleries, and for the first time understood, what we could never have learnt at home, how great a painter was Rubens.
We reached Liege late at night, having been detained long upon the railway by the imperfect arrangements of that new mode of travelling. There
was then only one line of rail from Malines, and at one station we had to wait an hour until another train from Prussia had met us and passed on. My
late excellent friend the Chevalier Hebeler had given us a letter or two of introduction, but we found none more valu able than a recommendation
to the host of the principal inn at Aix-la - Chapelle to provide us with his best wine and his nicest apartments. Te at length reached the Rhine, and
saw the great Cathe dral at Cologne, in which the work of restoration was then going on very slowly. We enjoyed the hospitalities of a friend at Bonn
for a day or two, hearing incessant murmurs against the Prussian government. Re then joined the crowd of steam boat tourists. To many of these
the Rhine must have appeared monotonous. The real sense of the picturesque is not very widely diGused, even now, when people have ceased to
talk about horrid rocks, as they did in the last century. The voyage up the Rhine was a somewhat tedious aGair twenty years ago. Some beguiled the
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