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***** Excerpt from Manual of Meteorology, Vol. 4: Meteorological Calculus; Pressure and Wind (a Revised Edition of Part IV, 1919) The volume now

presented is a revised edition of Part IV which was issued in advance in 1919. There are besides two chapters introductory to the theory of motion

under balanced forces which had been adopted in Part iv as the basis of the relation between pressure and wind, and two chapters supplementary,

summing up the position with regard to the theory of the general circulation of the atmosphere and its local disturbances. Here we need only
account for the limitations of the work now ended. Its purpose was to give the reader an idea of the general problem of the meteorology of the globe
and of the material and methods which are available for its solution. More narrowly stated the problem is to provide a rational quantitative

explanation of the sequence of the phenomena of weather in any locality - its first stage to trace the phenomena to their natural causes and identify
the physical and dynamical processes by which the sequence is controlled. In Nature the account which has been given of the physical processes of
weather in Vol.lll has been called discursive, and with at least equal justice the epithet may be applied to the account of the dynamical processes in

this last volume; and there is no reason for resentment on that account. Fifty years ago similar remarks were often made about Maxwell s Theory of

Heat, an extraordinary textbook, the perusal of which may even now be recommended to students of meteorology as a good resolution for every

New Year, though neither author...
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