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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. The Willows - Algernon Blackwood (1907) - CLASSIC HORROR - The Willows is a novella by English author Algernon Blackwood,
originally published as part of his 1907 collection The Listener and Other Stories. It is one of Blackwood s best known works and has been influential
on a number of later writers. Horror author H.P. Lovecraft considered it to be the finest supernatural tale in English literature. The Willows is an
example of early modern horror and is connected within the literary tradition of weird fiction. Two friends are midway on a canoe trip down the
Danube River. Throughout the story Blackwood personifies the surrounding environment-river, sun, wind-and imbues them with a powerful and
ultimately threatening character. Most ominous are the masses of dense, desultory, menacing willows, which moved of their own will as though
alive, and they touched, by some incalculable method, my own keen sense of the horrible. Just after managing to land their canoe for the evening
on the shifting, sandy islands just downstream across the Austria/Hungary frontier, the main character reflects on the river s potency, human
qualities and will: Sleepy at first, but later developing violent desires as it became conscious of its deep soul, it rolled, like some huge fluid being,
through all the countries we had passed, holding our little craft on its mighty shoulders, playing roughly with us sometimes, yet always friendly and
well-meaning, till at length we had come inevitably to regard it as a Great Personage.
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