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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.An excerpt from a review in the Naval Institute Proceedings, Volume 47, Issues 1: THE THREE ERRORS THERE were three great German
oGensives on the Western Front, we are told, in each of which Germany made a great strategical blunder: the first Marne, the Verdun campaign of
1916, and the oGensive begun in March, 1918. The first alleged error was in attempting the strategical oGensive on two fronts at the same time. The
Western Front, only one hundred and fifty miles long, was protected by the Moselle and Metz, backed by the Rhine and Strassburg; it could not have
been turned by France without violating the neutrality of Belgium or Switzerland. Had Germany held this line defensively with a small part of her
combatant forces while she defeated her other enemies in detail, the war would not have lasted more than two years. Thus the Germans would
have avoided violating the neutrality of Belgium and the consequential British and American hostility. The failure of the western oGensive is
attributed particularly to the strength of Belfort, which commands the narrow pass into France between the Vosges and Jura ranges. Had the
Germans been able to capture this fortress, Sargent says, the way would have been opened for turning the Vosges and the fortresses of Epinal, Toul
and Verdun and for the envelopment of the French right wing, which, with the leJ wing and the little British and Belgian armies already enveloped,
would no doubt have resulted in the final surrender of the French army and the capture of Paris. The Second Error: AJer the battle of the Marne
Germany remained on the defensive on the Western Front for about...
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