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*****.Excerpt from Encyclopaedia of the Laws of England, Vol. 9: Being a New Abridgment by the Most Eminent Legal Authorities Nonconformist. - A
Nonconformist is one who is not in communion with the Established Church of England (as to the sense in which the term established is properly
applicable to the Church of England, see Vol. III., at p. 59) or (in Scotland) of Scotland. A Nonconformist may therefore be an atheist (vide
Blasphemy), a Roman Catholic (vide Roman Catholic), or a Protestant (vide Protestant), or other Dissenter from the Established Church. It has been
decided, for instance, that Lutherans (R. v. Hube, 1791, 1 Pea. N. P. C. 180) and French Protestant refugees (A. -G. v. Daugars, 1864, 33 Beav. 621) are
Protestant Dissenters. The term Nonconformist is now used as a rule as synonymous with Protestant Dissenter, a term which does not seem to
have come into general use till aHer the Toleration Act of 1688. Yet Dissenters are still occasionally distinguished from Nonconformists as being
persons who not only dissent from the National Church as it is actually constituted, but disagree with the principle of National or State Churches
(see Murray s Dictionary, passim), while in Wales the term Dissenters is popularly applied exclusively to the Independents or Congregationalists, the
oldest Nonconformist body in the Principality. It seems probable, though it is a matter of controversy, that the early Nonconformists, whether
Roman Catholic (e.g. Gardiner s History of England, vol. i. 108) or Puritan (Hallam, Const. Hist., ch. iv. p. 159,1871 ed.), outwardly conformed to the
Established Church. Gradually the laws became more severe against Nonconformists. An Act of Uniformity (1 Eliz. c. 2,...
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