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***xx As one of the two patron saints of Italy and one of six patron saints of Europe, it s immediately apparent that Catherine of Siena was one of
Catholicism s most important figures, and possibly its most influential woman. Famous today for adhering to the tenets of the Dominican order and
living a material-free life, Catherine worked in her day to help reunite the Catholic Church after a schism had brought some of the base of power to
Avignon, France. At the same time, she also sought to bring together the disparate Italian states that were constantly at war with each other.
However, Catherine s life after death has also been incredibly influential. Revived by the Risorgimento, repurposed into an instrument of Catholic
nationalism by 19th century scholars, and eventually embraced by fascism as a symbol of Italian virtues and the embodiment of the idea of
Romanita, Catherine of Siena s reputation is both blurred and strikingly sharp, depending on the function she is given by those who remember her.
Recognized by the Catholic Church as a saint in 1461, as well as a Doctor of the Church and one of the patron saints of Italy in 1970, Catherine of
Siena s life and actions have stimulated the imagination and piety of many since the early 15th century. More than 500 years after her death, her
legacy was seized and even untowardly exploited during the early 20th century, leading to a pronounced tendency of scholarly demystification that
attempted to strip her of credibility as part of the general process of the deconstruction of fascist symbols and emblems. Scholars trying to distance
themselves from their past have questioned even...
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