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spend a lot of time talking about reform, about the proper Federal role, about the cost of education and the need for more funding and about
competi-tive versus formula, and all of those are important debates to have. But we can never lose sight of the impact our decisions have on
classrooms where teachers are doing the hard work every single day of helping our children learn. Every decision must be viewed through the
framework of improving instruction for our Nations children. Our partnership with teachers and parents partnerships with teachers empowers
them to do their job well. We believe that there is a lot in our proposal that teachers will like. We know that there is a lot under current law that
teachers dont like. Most teachers believe that we have a broken system of accountability. Many teachers believe their evaluation support sys-tems
are flawed. We need a system of accountability that is fair. I have never met a teacher yet who is afraid of accountability. All they ask is for a system
that measures each childs progress, not last years students against this years students. We need better evaluation systems that are honest and
useful and elevates rather than diminish the teaching profession. All told, we are requesting a record 3. 9 billion to strengthen the teaching
profession, an increase of 350 million. We begin with the understanding that teaching is some of the toughest and absolutely the most important
work in society, and we are deeply committed to making it a better profession for...
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