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Echo Library. Paperback. Condition: New. 84 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.Excerpt: . . . egg is laid in a crows nest. The incubation period
of the egg of the koel is shorter than that of the crow, the consequence is that when, as usually happens, there is one of the former and several of the
latter in a nest, the young koel is invariably the first to emerge. It does not attempt to eject from the nest either the legitimate eggs or the young
crows when they appear on the scene. Indeed, it lives on excellent terms with its foster brethren. But to say this is to anticipate, for as a rule,
neither young koels nor baby crows hatch out until July. The crow-pheasants (Centropus sinensis), which are cuckoos that do not lead a parasitic
existence, are now busy with nursery duties. The nest of the crow-pheasant or coucal is a massive structure, globular in shape, with the entrance at
one side. Large as the nest is, it is not oFen discovered by the naturalist because it is almost invariably situated in the midst of an impenetrable
thicket. Three or four pure-white eggs are laid. The white-necked storks or beef-steak birds (Dissura episcopus) are busy at their nests in June.
These birds build in large trees, usually at a distance from water. The nest is rudely constructed of twigs. It is about one and a half feet in diameter.
The eggs are placed in a depression lined with straw, grass or feathers. White-necked storks oFen begin nest-building about the middle of May, but
eggs are rarely laid earlier than the second week of June. House-crows nest at the same time of year, and they oFen worry the storks considerably
by their impudent attempts to commit larceny of building...
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