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analyzing the nature and characteristics of the spring system. If a major seismic shock occurs near a spring system, however, major changes can be
expected. Marler (1964) has described the many changes that occurred in the springs and geysers of Yellowstone Park as results of the Hebgen Lake
earthquake of 1959. One major factor, among others, clearly was distance from the epicenter. GEOTHERMAL WELLS AND EFFECTS ON NATURAL
VENTS WBIXS DRILLED BT PRIVATE INTERESTS The first gothermal well was drilled at Steamboat Springs about 1920. Before this time the
Steamboat Resort had depended on hot water piped from nearby natural springs to supply the hot baths and for other uses. As shown by plate 4,
however, all springs of the area are highly variable in behavior. A well was drilled near the resort to obtain a more dependable supply. No record
was kept of the results, but experience has demonstrated that drilled wells do provide a much more dependable supply than natural springs. The
first well at the present Reno Resort just north of the active springs was drilled about 1927, and since then, discharge from all commercial wells has
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