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is surprising that so few efforts have hitherto been made in this country to introduce manual training into Elementary Schools. Adequate reason for
making such training part of the national system of education exists in the fact, that a large proportion of the people have to earn their livelihood by
industries for the attainment of a high degree of skill in which early training of hand and eye is as necessary as it is for success in the use of musical
instruments. There can be no doubt that if, in 1870, a system, resembling that of Sloyd, had been generally introduced into English Elementary
Schools, the joiners, metal-workers, and most other craftsmen of to-day, would possess more skill in their own work, and more interest in all kinds
of manual work, than they do now possess, and that English work people, finding that their children received at school kinds of training obviously
well fitted to increase wage-earning power, would less commonly than now be careless with regard to their children s attendance at school. This
reason for desiring the introduction of manual training into Elementary Schools might have been expected to suggest itself to all persons who are
acquainted with the conditions under which the mass of English people live; but experience gained in Sweden and other countries where the Sloyd
system has been largely used, proves that there are also...
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