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***** Print on Demand *****.How This Book Came To Be: Some years ago, the Abenaki of northwestern Vermont staged a demonstration against
the practices of certain contractors who were building homes on sites the Abenaki had identified as ancient burial grounds of their people. About a
month after that demonstration, | happened to travel near the area in question. Along the way, | noticed a small group of people standing around a
big yellow loader on a building lot that had been ripped up to dig a cellar hole. The loader s scoop, filled with sand, had been lifted to table height
and people stood around it, not the usual work crew. Four of them: two men and two women. They looked at me with more than usual interest as |
passed by. One of the women came over to my car and introduced herself as Donna Moody, the Repatriations Coordinator of the Western Abenaki.
This is where a builder started to dig up a graveyard, she said, until we got a court order to stop him. They were now scooping up the disturbed soil
and sifting through it, looking for the bones of their ancestors. | told her that | did not wish to intrude, but that | felt | had to stop and let them know
what | was doing there. Donna immediately put me at ease and said that it was good that | was there; it was good that | could see what they were
doing. Meanwhile, my little cocker spaniel, Buffie, climbed onto my lap and stuck her head out the window to say hello to Donna. It was love at first
sight. After...
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