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By Clifford A. Pickover

Princeton University Press, United States, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 230 x 154 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Humanity s love affair with mathematics and mysticism
reached a critical juncture, legend has it, on the back of a turtle in ancient China. As Clifford
Pickover briefly recounts in this enthralling book, the most comprehensive in decades on magic
squares, Emperor Yu was supposedly strolling along the Yellow River one day around 2200 B.C.
when he spotted the creature: its shell had a series of dots within squares. To Yu s amazement, each
row of squares contained fifteen dots, as did the columns and diagonals. When he added any two
cells opposite along a line through the center square, like 2 and 8, he always arrived at 10. The
turtle, unwitting inspirer of the Yu square, went on to a life of courtly comfort and fame. Pickover
explains why Chinese emperors, Babylonian astrologer-priests, prehistoric cave people in France,
and ancient Mayans of the Yucatan were convinced that magic squares--arrays filled with numbers
or letters in certain arrangements--held the secret of the universe. Since the dawn of civilization, he
writes, humans have invoked such patterns to ward off evil and...
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ReviewsReviews

Very beneficial to all of class of people. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. You may like just how the writer create this
publication.
-- Audra Klocko PhD-- Audra Klocko PhD

Thorough information! Its this type of great go through. It is amongst the most incredible publication i actually have read through. It is extremely diDicult
to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Germaine Welch-- Germaine Welch
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