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*****.New Book Addresses Crippling Nature of Irrational Belief in the 21st Century Christian Volz s Six Ethics takes both a philosophical and a
pragmatic approach to addressing the dangers posed by irrational belief, and proposes a framework for creating a legal and social environment
where rationality and spirituality might be reconciled. In the 21st century, as international business continues to expand and the Internet and other
means of global communications, as well as immigration, continue to bring people from diEerent cultures and groups into contact, individuals
need to be prepared to live side-by-side with others who have very diEerent belief systems as well as be self-aware of the sources and principles of
their own beliefs. Six Ethics: A Rights-Based Approach to Establishing an Objective Common Morality is the result of author Christian Volz s quest to
understand the nature of belief and the relationship of beliefs and ethics in the face of 21st century issues. Volz explains that the late nineteenth
century intellectual revolution known as modernism is characterized by the maturing of the concepts of human rights, civil liberties, personal
freedoms and, most especially, the constituents of essential human dignity. This new, modern approach has defined these concepts based on
science and the cumulative history of human ethics guided by reason and compassion, and has largely enshrined them in the U.N. Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. I believe, Volz says, that there is a dangerous underestimation of the peril posed to the world s democratic societies
and institutions by religious radicals and fundamentalists, of all stripes, who believe that they retain the moral authority to selectively edit these
evolved concepts of human rights and dignity. Many conservative...
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