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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1865 Excerpt: . . . MEMOIR. The author of the following Discourses was born in Edinburgh on the 7th
March 1800. His father died when he was only nine months old, and from that time the mother and her child became the peculiar care of Him who
relieveth the fatherless and the widow. In conversation with intimate friends, he oGen referred to it as fixing, if not the day of his gracious birth, the
beginning of his gracious providences. His mother very soon thereaGer removed to Leith, where he passed the days of childhood and youth.
Delicacy forbids more than an allusion to the diHiculties she had to surmount in providing for herself and her son. When specifying some of these
the tear stole down his cheek, and his manly bosom swelled with emotion. SuHice it to say, he had scarcely got the elements of a common
education when it was necessary to apprentice him to a respectable draper in Leith. It is at this point that what is really interesting in his life begins.
It was during his apprenticeship that he became the subject of religious impressions, and decided to study for the Christian ministry. Hitherto he
had been a hearer in the Established Church, but within its pale he had remained a stranger to the regenerating grace of God. He had been
attending one of the Leith Sabbath schools. Here the importance of earnest piety dawned upon him. He at once left off attending the kirk, and...
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