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Edinburgh My object was to compare a certain section of Edinburgh, both by day and night, with a similar area in the city before alluded to. In
company with two philanthropic gentlemen, who did not hesitate to expose these social plague-spots, and guided in one mysterious locality by one
of the lieutenants of police, I explored at various times several closes in the High Street, Cowgate, and West Port, going by house-row. In all cases
the people were civil and willing to admit us, and few allowed us to depart without expressing a hope that some good would come out of the eEorts
proposed to be made for them. In many houses only the children were at home, but they answered our questions with such quick comprehension
and painfully precocious intelligence that we were not leF in doubt as to the circumstances of their parents. It was a dry, warm morning. N 0 rain
had fallen for some weeks. There was a rumour of cholera on the Rhine, and under its salutary in?uence various sanitary precautions, such as lime
washing closes and stairs, had been recently resorted to. The district might have looked cheerful had cheerfulness been possible, so great was the
contrast between its aspect now and its look on a wet, murky, autumn day. The appearance of the lower part of the High Street was as little
pleasant as usual. Knots of men who never seem to move on stared at the passers-by on the South Bridge, bold girls lounged about and chafied the
soldiers, careworn women, and little girls hardly less careworn, stood round the well with their pails - some of the last, we...
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