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immediately over the centre, whose roots were interlaced in every possible manner with the relics--thereby hangs the tale. To imagine that disease,
or war, accounted satisfactorily for their appearance there was not to he entertained, for the compactness and order observable in the arrangement
of the bones, forbid thy possibility that their bodies could have been interred with them: and the occasional patches of ashes and calcined bone
would lend to the supposition that fire had been employed to destroy the soF and easily decaying parts of the bodies. Then again, the deer-skin
exhumed was easily recognizable, and just in that state of preservation that we might expect to find in some of the dense fibrous tissues of the
human subject. On the other hand, it is characteristic to find these burying places with their surfaces much below the surrounding earth--in many
cases some feet, although originally they must have been considerably elevated, and presenting the appearance of mounds. This would seem to
argue that at one time the bulk of their contents were much larger than they now are; and that, in addition to the unerring force of gravitation, som
chemical changes have been set up, reducing compound substances to simple elements, as we might suppose...
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