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Special Report on the Customs-TariB Legislation of the United States: With Appendixes Sir: From the days of Alexander Hamilton to those of the
present Secretary of the Treasury, customs-tariB legislation has been a subject of absorbing interest. It has engaged the attention of the greatest
minds of the past generation. Clay, Webster, Calhoun, Wright, and Hayne, among the giant intellects of those days, devoted to it their diligent study,
as well as their glowing eloquence and their profound logic. Although the various opinions entertained and expressed upon questions connected
with tariB legislation were of an economical rather than of a political character, yet, the parties in favor of protection and of free trade, respectively,
were, at one period, except in the Southern States, nearly identical with the then political parties, viz, whigs and democrats. That political
partisanship was not of so comparatively mild a type then as it is now, those who are advanced in years may well remember. Nor were the
discussions on the tariB at that time mere forensic displays, but were conducted with greater acrimony than political questions of a party
character, and with an intensity of feeling compared with which the exciting debates on the same subject at the present day seem but as the
amenities of social intercourse. It is not surprising that such excitement should be manifested when the fact is considered that a large portion of the
people of the Northern States regarded the success of their manufactures as dependent upon tariB legislation. Capital and labor, the two chief
agencies in the production of wealth, relied to a great extent upon such legislation for remunerative employment. On the other hand, two classes...
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