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*****.Excerpt from Opuscula: Essays Chiefly Philological and Ethnographical The essays in the present volume are chiefly upon philo logical and
ethnographical subjects: though not exclusively. The earliest was published in 1840, the latest in 1850. In some cases they have formed separate
treatises and in some Appendices to larger works. The greater part, however, consists of papers read before the Philological Society of London; a
society which has materially promoted the growth of Comparative Philology in Great Britain, and which, if it had merely given to the world the
valuable researches of the late Mr. Garnett, would have done more than enough to justify its existence and to prove its usefulness. As a general rule
these papers address themselves to some definite and special question, which commanded the attention of the author either because it was
obscure, or because there was something in the current opinions concerning it which, in his eyes, required correction. Re searches conducted on
this principle can scarcely be invested with any very general interest. Those who take them up are supposed to have their general knowledge
beforehand. A wide field and a clear view, they have already taken. At the same time there are, in the distant horizon, imperfect outlines, and in the
parts nearer to the eye dim spots where, the light is uncertain, dark spots where it is wholly wanting, and, oftener still, spots illumined by a false and
artificial light. Some of the details of the following investigations may be uninteresting from their minuteness; some from their obscurity; the
minuteness however, and the obscurity which deprive them of general interest make it all the more incumbent on some one...
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