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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . it. If Beranger thinks it necessary to think that he has been useful,
others may well think so too: let us accept the heavy doctrine of hard labor; there is no other way to heave off the rubbish of this world. The mode in
which Beranger is anxious to prove that he made his genius of use, is by diDusing a taste for liberty and expressing an enthusiasm for it; and also, as
we suppose, by quizzing those rulers of France who have not shared either the taste or the enthusiasm. Although, however, such may be the idea of
the poet himself, posterity will scarcely confirm it. Political satire is the most ephemeral kind of literature. The circumstances to which it applies are
local and temporary; the persons to whom it applies die. A very few months will make unintelligible what was at first strikingly plain. Beranger has
illustrated this by an admission. There was a delay in publishing the last volume of his poems, many of which relate to the years or months
immediately preceding the Revolution of 1830; the delay was not long, as the volume appeared in the first month of 1833, yet he says that many of
the songs relate to the passing occurrences of a period deja loin de nous. On so shiHing a scene as that of French political life, the jests of each act
are forgotten with the act itself; the eager interest of each moment withdraws the...
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