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man, overreaches no man, does violence to no man. He fasts much and eats not the bread of idleness; but works with his hands for his support.
Such then, was the spiritual, moral, and social character of the Albigenses, as evidenced by their enemies. They were true witnesses for Christ,
evidently formed by the grace of God to shew forth His praise in the world. And had we as many of their writings as we have of the Reformers of the
sixteenth century, we might find that they were more simple on certain points of doctrine than these were. But according to the mind of the Lord,
other three hundred years were necessary to ripen Europe for the Reformation; and in the meantime the arts of printing and paper-making were
discovered. What then, it may be asked, was the crime of the Albigenses The head and front of their oEence was simply this--they denied the
supremacy of the pope, the authority of the priesthood, and the seven sacraments as taught by the church of Rome; and, in her eyes, greater
criminals there could not be on the face of the whole earth: therefore utter extermination was the one unchangeable decree. Those who escaped
the sword of the crusader must be caught in the toils of the inquisitor. In hundreds of villages, says the historian, every inhabitant had been
massacred. Since the...
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