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syntheses of the best selling drugs are reviewed. Where the information exists in the literature, the original research method to each drug is
compared with more recent approaches which aim either at improving the route or at validating newer methodologies or reagents in the context of
drug synthesis. Since, for many drugs, the marketed product was originally prepared as a racemic mixture, perhaps the most important comparison
is between that route and alternatives which involve some element of asymmetric synthesis.
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