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SOUTH AFRICA S NEGOTIATED TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY : AN INSPIRING MODEL FOR FUTURE
CONFLICTS?

GRIN Publishing Jan 2015, 2015. sonst. Bücher. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Politics - International
Politics - Region: Africa, grade: 1,3, Stellenbosch Universitiy (Political Science), language: English, abstract: In the twentieth century South Africa
was characterized by a doctrine of racial and ethnic segregation. Starting with the electoral victory of the National Party in 1948 under slogan of
apartheid the white supremacy enhanced vastly. To pass laws, which suppressed and neglected the coloured people, the politico-philosophical
ideology of the South African Apartheid system was enforced with brutality (Deegan, 2001:23-25). This political attitude led to pure spite and violent
attacks among racial groupings. The apartheid, and especially the violence between races, was at its height during 1960, when 67 demonstrators
were killed by the police at the Sharpeville Massacre, and 1976, when the Revolt in Soweto took place (Butler, 2009:10-11). During 1984 and 1988,
more than 4000 black South Africans died due to political reasons. In 1990, President FW de Klerk announced a turning point in the struggle for
democracy. Releasing Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners and liIing the ban on the anti-apartheid organizations opened the door to
negotiations. In April 1994, the first democratic elections were held in South Africa and it ended in ushered in a new era of reconciliation and
restitution (Boaduo, 2012:954). South Africa's way from apartheid to a non-racial democracy has attracted a lot of attention of the international
audiences. The carefully arranged 'transition to democracy' with its negotiation and reconciliation can be regarded as one of the miracles in the
twentieth century. It may be served as an inspiring model how to peacefully approach with a seemingly unsolvable political conflict. The question
that is thus posed is: what factors played an important role in making sure...
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