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Subject: Emergency management -- United States. Excerpt: . .. respond to an influenza pandemic. The National Strategy recognizes that preparing
for and responding to a pandemic cannot be viewed as a purely federal responsibility, stating that in addition to the federal government, states and
communities, the private sector, individual citizens, and global partnerships all play a role in addressing the pandemic threat. Among other things,
it calls for the federal government to provide guidance to the private sector and critical infrastructure entities in their role in a pandemic response,
and considerations necessary to maintain essential services and operations. According to the National Strategy, movement of essential personnel,
goods, and services and maintenance of critical infrastructure are necessary during an outbreak of influenza pandemic that could span months in
any given community. It also states that the private sector and critical infrastructure entities must respond in a manner that allows them to
maintain the essential elements of their operations for a prolonged period of time, in order to prevent severe disruption of life in U. S. communities.
To ensure this, the National Strategy calls for ( 1) the development of coordination mechanisms across American industries to support activities
during a pandemic; ( 2 ) guidance to activate contingency plans to ensure that personnel are protected, the delivery of goods and services is
maintained, and sectors remain functional despite significant and sustained worker absenteeism; and ( 3 ) the establishment of partnerships within
sectors to provide mutual support and maintenance of essential services during a pandemic. The Implementation Plan was issued in May 2006. It is
intended to support the broad framework and goals articulated in the National Strategy by outlining specific steps...
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