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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .with requisite explication of details, outlined a policy to which
people and press responded with enthusiasm. The commission began active work on the Mississippi in May, followed by inspection trips through
the Great Lakes and down the Mississippi and lower Missouri in September and October. They were accompanied by the president from Keokuk to
Memphis in what was designed as a simple inspection yet proved to be at once the most notable pageant in the history of the Mississippi Valley and
the most impressive demonstration any president ever saw--for in addition to the fact of his presidency, Theodore Roosevelt was as a Moses leading
the people from an oppressed and degraded state of commerce in which they found themselves beleaguered, as did their forebears a century and a
quarter before. Nearly all the water craJ of the river system were assembled; railways abandoned schedules and stopped freight traLic to
accommodate specials; entire towns were evacuated that the inhabitants might gather on the river front. On the average each river town--Keokuk,
Quincy, Hannibal, Louisiana, St. Louis, Cape Girardeau, Ste. Genevieve, Cairo, Memphis, and the rest--showed more spectators standing out to
salute the presidential party than its entire population; while day and night the air was rent with acclamations of voice, steam whistle, shrieking
siren, salvo of guns, and roar and rattle of fireworks. Individual members of the commission, singly or in groups, studied the Ohio, the upper
Missouri and its tributaries, the vast Columbia Valley and Puget...
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