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reader. To him no ground so new as the ground our author has gone over. No picture to him so
strange as the vivid picture here presented of Catholic charity in its various institutions and
communities, now struggling in noiseless obscurity with every form of distress, moral and physical,
now going out into the street to meet vice, and win with its persuasive voice the reluctant sinner,
and now grappling with crime in its death-struggle, and gaining so often the hard-earned triumph
of a death-bed repentance. The genius of organization distinguishes in an eminent degree the
French character. It was singularly displayed at the outbreak of the Crimean war. And we may now
observe, if we choose, the same spirit regulating and giving force to the charitable institutions and
to the religious confraternities of Paris. But real charity does not blow its own...
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