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Oxford University Press, USA. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 368 pages. Today it seems
extraordinary that a nation the size of the United States could have been so profoundly aIected by the minister of a little Baptist church in
Montgomery, Alabama. But at a turning point in American history, Martin Luther King, Jr. , had an incalculable eIect on the fabric of daily life and
the laws of the nation. As no other preacher in living memory and no politician since Lincoln, he transposed the themes of love, suIering,
deliverance, and justice from the sacred shelter of the pulpit into the arena of public policy. He was the last great religious reformer in America. How
the man who always saw himself as fundamentally a clergyman, a Baptist preacher craJed his strategic vision and moved a nation to renewal is the
subject of this remarkable new book. The Preacher King investigates Martin Luther King Jr. s, religious development from a precocious PK
(preachers kid) in segregated Atlanta to the most influential American preacher and orator of the twentieth century. To give the most accurate and
intimate portrait possible, author Richard Lischer draws almost exclusively on Kings unpublished sermons and speeches, as well as tape
recordings, personal interviews, and even police surveillance reports. In Kings published works, Lischer shows, King and his editors modified and
polished his sermons in order to reach as wide an audience as possible. By returning to the raw sources, Lischer recaptures Kings real, African-
American, preaching voice and, consequently, something of the real King himself. He shows how as the son, the grandson, and the great-grandson
of preachers, King early on absorbed the poetic cadences, the traditions, and the power of the pulpit. He traces Kings coming of age from his
rebellious...
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