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Some Advice To advance reasons why anybody should go to Europe may be dispensed with, but it may not be useless to advise you to know
yourself why you are going, to have your object clearly defined in your own mind. Surely your trip cannot be intelligently planned if you are misty as
to its purpose, and surely it would be foolish to devote some months of your life, possibly some years, to an expedition Without definite aim. To be
sure, travel for its own sake is beneficial, as all wise men have agreed from time imme morial. Home-keeping youth have ever homely wits, and
though travel will not make a gem out of a pebble, nothing else will so quickly cut the facets of a diamond mind. It is, then, far from useless to
journey through a foreign land with no other idea than to enjoy its scenery, its build ings, and its art, to observe the customs of its people, and to
live for a while as they live. Yet there is greater satisfac tion in returning with the belief that you have done some thing, however little it may be,
toward mastering some one branch of knowledge. The purposeless traveler with any desire at all for self-improvement may come home conscious
that he is a wiser and a broader and a more cultured man than when he went away, but his conscience will not be wholly satisfied if he cannot say to
himself, | can speak a foreign language now, or, | can now tell what is a hand some church, and why it is a handsome church, or, | have learned

something of the rudiments of...
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