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The University of North Carolina Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. For black women in antebellum
Charleston, freedom was not a static legal category but a fragile and contingent experience. In this
deeply researched social history, Amrita Chakrabarti Myers analyzes the ways in which black
women in Charleston acquired, defined, and defended their own vision of freedom. Drawing on
legislative and judicial materials, probate data, tax lists, church records, family papers, and more,
Myers creates detailed portraits of individual women while exploring how black female
Charlestonians sought to create a fuller freedom by improving their financial, social, and legal
standing. Examining both those who were officially manumitted and those who lived as free
persons but lacked official documentation, Myers reveals that free black women filed lawsuits and
petitions, acquired property (including slaves), entered into contracts, paid taxes, earned wages,
attended schools, and formed familial alliances with wealthy and powerful men, black and white -
all in an effort to solidify and expand their freedom. Never fully free, black women had to depend
on their skills of negotiation in a society dedicated to upholding both slavery and patriarchy....
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ReviewsReviews

This ebook is really gripping and fascinating. it had been writtern extremely perfectly and useful. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely di@icult
to leave it before concluding.
-- Leopold Hills-- Leopold Hills

Totally among the finest publication I actually have at any time study. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I found out this
publication from my dad and i suggested this pdf to discover.
-- Karolann Deckow IV-- Karolann Deckow IV
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