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Natural Resources Conservation Service, 2006 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)229451062 Subject: Soil surveys -- Michigan -- Keweenaw County. Excerpt: ...
Keweenaw County Area, Michigan 3 of the county to sawmills on Portage Lake in Houghton County. By 1873, narrow-gauge railroads served the
mining and lumbering industry and related settlements south of Keweenaw County. The bulk of the mining took place from 1870 to 1930. Mining
served as the main economic enterprise until the 1930s, when mines south of Keweenaw County supplanted the local mining industry. Timber
management and harvesting, along with the more recent tourist and recreational industry, continue to be major enterprises in the county. The first
census of population, in 1870, showed 4, 205 residents in Keweenaw County. From 1845 to 1910, the population grew at a steady pace until it
peaked at 7, 156 residents in 1910. After 1910, mines started to close and the population growth reversed. The population decreased by an average
of 70 individuals per year until 1990, when a low of 1, 701 residents was recorded. In more recent years, tourism, recreation, and retirement
settlement have reversed this trend. Forest fires in the 1900s prompted the private land companies and the Public Domain Commission to institute
fire patrols and other conservation measures. From 1933 to 1941, conservation measures were applied in conjunction with the Civilian
Conservation Camps. This program contributed much of the local park system, reforestation, recreation, and lodging facilities available to the
public. Climate Table 1 gives data on temperature and precipitation for the survey area as recorded at Houghton, Michigan, in the period 1971 to
2000. Table 2 shows probable dates of the first freeze in fall and the last...
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