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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .--rather than for a book which, when perfect, could not have found room
enough within it, as is demonstrable by measurements1. AEer the criticism to which the current theory as to the origin of the manuscript has been
submitted by the learned Doctor, it would hardly be safe to uphold any longer its superiority in point of age on account of its connexion with the
alleged Patrician silver shrine. On the other hand, the diFiculty is experienced of pronouncing decisively on the age of the manuscript from the
nature of its text and writing. The version of the Gospels, as far as that can be made out, is, like the text we usually meet with in the copies of the
Holy Writ made by Irish scribes, traceable to the Vulgate, but with occasional readings from pre-Hieronymian versions2. The writing, in a regularly
shaped semi-uncial of a distinctively Celtic type, does not aFord any criteria by which we are enabled to assign the manuscript with confidence to
any particular period previous to circa A. D. 800, for the simple reason that there does not exist suFicient material in general for the establishment
of canons of criticism regarding the evolution of Irish script before that date. Until we possess 1 Transactions R. I. A., vol. XXX, parts VII and VIII, pp.
305, 306. Op. cit, p. 3i0. GOSPELS OF MAC D URN AN a greater number of dated examples from the earlier centuries, it would be an...
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