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Committee on Labor and Human Resources, United States Senate, One Hundred Third Congress, Second Session, on Examining the Quality of
Health Care That Would Be Provided to Consumes Under a Proposed Managed H The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:34 a.m., in room
SD-430, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator Howard M. Metzenbaum (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Present: Senators
Metzenbaum, Simon, and Wellstone. Opening Statement of Senator Metzenbaum Senator Metzenbaum. Today the subcommittee will hear
testimony on one of the most hotly debated issues in health care reform - whether the shift toward managed health care will provide high quality
health care to the American people. An incredible transformation is occurring in medicine today. And all of the attention of the media and the public
has been directed to the question of what is happening to the doctors and what is happening to the insurance companies? This Senator and a
number of other Senators | know are concerned about what is happening to the patients and what is happening to the sole practitioner doctor - the
Marcus Welby s and Richard Kildare s. They are rapidly disappearing. In his or her place, there now are large group practices and corporate
conglomerates. To see a doctor, individuals must maneuver through a network of voice mail telephone, identification card numbers, waiting lists,
and a world of people called gatekeepers. Welcome to the new world of managed care. For many health policy experts, managed health care
provided through organizations, generally known as health maintenance organizations or HMOs, is the...
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