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ENGLISH HUMORISTS

General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 74 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910. Excerpt: . . . ENGLISH HUMOKISTS SWIFT0 In treating of the English humorists of the past age, it is
of the men and of their lives, rather than of their books, that I ask permission to speak to you; and in doing so, you are aware that I cannot hope to
entertain you with a merely humorous or face-5 tious story. Harlequin without his mask is known to present a very sober countenance, and was
himself, the story goes, the melancholy patient whom the Doctor advised to go and see Harlequin0--a man full of cares and perplexities like the rest
of 10 us, whose Self must always be serious to him, under whatever mask or disguise or uniform he presents it to the public. And as all of you here
must needs be grave when you think of your own past and present, you will not look to find, in the 15 histories of those whose lives and feelings I
am going to try and describe to you, a story that is otherwise than serious, and oGen very sad. If Humor only meant laughter, you would scarcely
feel more interest about humorous writers than about the private life of poor Harlequin just mentioned, who 5 possesses in common with these the
power of making you laugh. But the men regarding whose lives and stories your kind presence0 here shows that you have curiosity and sympathy,
appeal to a great number of our other faculties, besides our mere sense...
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