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***xx_ This is the first book written on the miniature art of the walking stick badge (Stocknagel). The origins of these souvenirs stretch back to
medieval pilgrimages in Germany, when hiking had expressed piety, patriotism and freedom. After Adolf Hitler s rise to power in 1933, however,
leisure activities were subverted by the totalitarian dictatorship. The simple pleasures of sauntering along the street, strolling through the
countryside or rambling in the hills - were swept up in the Nazi Party s doctrine of violence and racial hatred. Under the Third Reich, the walking
stick became a weapon of terror. Walking stick badges glorified the Fuhrer and, during the Second World War, commemorated the Greater German
Empire. In this lavishly illustrated study, the author weaves together history, politics, art, tourism and hiking to provide the definitive Collector s
Guide to these unusual mementos from the Nazi era. In so doing, this book firmly establishes Stocknagology , the study of walking stick badges, as a
fascinating hobby in its own right. Hiking with Hitler has three aims. First, it steps out at a quick pace by suggesting that walking is not just a
functional activity. It can also be a political act, reflected by politics taking much of its imagery - in steps, footing, pace and direction - from walking.
Indeed a walk resembles political ambition: setting off in the spirit of high ideals or foolhardy adventure, early hopes get blunted by wrong turns
and boggy ground, the struggle seems up an interminably winding hill. Then suddenly the effort is rewarded by the elation of success in finally
reaching a long cherished destination, or confronts the despondency of fog engulfing the peak. Hiking as...
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L | the digital talk. Today, kids are growing up in a wired world. Their...
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| | recent years there has been an increase in research into childhood depression, and it...
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