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a desire for independence, the importance of encouragement, not criticism in the nurture of human maturity, and how fortune favours those who
will have a go in the face of adversity. The novel is based upon the life of the authors own Great Grandfather. John Oxley, the son of an a@luent
English industrial family, had a highly developed social conscience with respect to the poor of the Yorkshire Midlands in the 1840s. His growing
interest in leE-wing British politics took him to a meeting of the evolving Chartist movement where he became involved in a melee with the local
landowners. A poor Irish tenant-farmer had taken offence at the attitude of one of the English aristocracy who was trying to address the meeting. Its
bastards loik you who profit from our ard work. Yer children go t bed with full bellies while ours cry with unger. An aggressive murmur of assent
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