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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Barack Obama swept into oAice
in 2008, capitalizing on his fresh and compelling political persona, the appeal of his Hope and Change campaign, the pre-election financial crisis,
and a wave of popular discontent with his predecessor. The nation s first African-American president stirred unusually high expectations, and his
first term saw the passage of a substantial economic stimulus package, a large-scale expansion of financial regulation, a drawdown in Iraq, and his
signature health care reform. But a stagnant economy persisted. His personal popularity had no effect on the persistent disapproval of his program.
The Democrats suAered a severe electoral setback in the 2010 Congressional election. But Obama s exceptional campaign organization, his strong
personal appeal, and a weak Republican opponent won him a second term in 2012. Now his presidency is in its final stage. In Obama s Time,
eminent historian Morton Keller has written the first historical assessment of Barack Obama s presidency. Drawing on a lifetime of scholarship on
American history and politics, Keller examines Obama s presidential persona and governing style, his domestic and foreign policies, and his place in
the broader history of American politics. Obama is deeply committed to active federal government, in the tradition of FDR s New Deal and LBJ s
Great Society. But his ambitions have been tempered by the heavy weight of existing institutions and past precedents, strong Republican
opposition, and unforeseen events. Keller concludes that this is a time when the centralized bureaucratic state faces a deep crisis of legitimacy. He
ascribes the intense party polarization to a political culture in which the media, advocacy groups, and ideologically-driven donors have outsize
influence. Historians will continue to debate the Obama presidency for decades to come....
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