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And now regarding love, which the apostle says is greater than the other two--that is, faith and hope--for the more richly it dwells in a man, the
better the man in whom it dwells. For when we ask whether someone is a good man, we are not asking what he believes, or hopes, but what he
loves. Now, beyond all doubt, he who loves aright believes and hopes rightly. Likewise, he who does not love believes in vain, even if what he
believes is true; he hopes in vain, even if what he hopes for is generally agreed to pertain to true happiness, unless he believes and hopes for this:
that he may through prayer obtain the giC of love. For, although it is true that he cannot hope without love, it may be that there is something
without which, if he does not love it, he cannot realize the object of his hopes. An example of this would be if a man hopes for life eternal--and who
is there who does not love that?--and yet does not love righteousness, without which no one comes to it. Now this is the true faith of Christ which
the apostle commends: faith that works through love. And what it yet lacks in love it asks that it may receive, it seeks that it may find, and knocks
that it may be opened unto it.(246) For faith achieves what the law commands [fides namque impetrat quod lex imperat]. And, without the giC of
God--that is, without the Holy Spirit, through whom love is shed abroad in our hearts--the law may bid but it cannot aid [jubere lex poterit, non
juvare]. Moreover, it can...
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