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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .wilderness without a guide; and of necessity, with no provision for
their hunger other than the watchful care of Him who cares for the sparrows. One obstacle to their plans lay in the impossibility of convincing
Captain Snyder that his parole was a matter of no binding character. Argue as they would, he came back always to the one point--a man s word is
his oath, and there was an end of the matter. A Dutchman s word of honor in those days was as great a security as iron chains. At last, however, the
conditions of the parole were thoughtlessly broken in some way not given, by the officers themselves, and the scrupulous Hollander felt himself
released from the bond. The party obtained, without difficulty, a passport to Montreal, where they purchased as great curiosities, pretending
ignorance of their use, three pocket compasses. The Fourth of July being at hand they provided themselves with four gallons of wine, says my trusty
chronicler, two of rum, and sufficient loaf-sugar to sweeten this most ungodly drink, and then they set themselves about the work of celebration.
We are not told that the Abiels and Snyders, now three in all, consumed this amount unaided, but | am unable to find any trace of more members of
the celebrating party. The ioth of September was the day finally fixed upon for escape; accordingly, while the Canadian family upon whom they
were quartered were at supper, the Snyders procured three...
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