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Review, Vol. 9: January and May, 1832 Being introduced to some of the houses of the highest nobility on the footing of a companion. Such persons
in that capacity were more useful before the introduction of bells than they have been since. She appears to have won her way by the
agreeableness of her conversation, and the charm of her manners: and becom ing the humble friend of Madame de Montespan, at that time the
accnedited mistress of the king, she was intrusted with the care and education of the royal bastards. The little Due de Maine was club-footed, and he
and his governante were sent to all the baths in France and its neighbourhood, in the hopes of his wash ing his crooked foot straight. Previous to
this time, the king had conceived a great aversion for Madame Scarron, and frs quentl attempted to induce Madame de Montespan to part with her.
2the perusal of her letters first produced a change in his feelings towards her. AHerwards she used to act as a mediator in the quarrels which
frequently took place between the monarch and his haughty and capricious mistress, and was found so useful by both, that at last she became
necessary. Madame de Mon tespan, the roudest beauty that ever graced or tormented ecourt, had at len the profound mortification of perceiving
that she was indebted for the royal visits to the attendant governante, the poor and neglected widow of Scarron, the bufi oon-poet, whom she had
raised from utter insi nificance to consequence and competency. When the Queen die the King made proposals to Madame de Maintenon (for that
had become her name); she ventured...
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